Laurens County Schools

We Believe
The LCSS Utilizes the Instructional Framework Accompanying this Document

I. Orientation/Engagement-Students are focused and involved in their own learning.

What is the teacher doing? What are the students doing? Whole group/Small group

· Classroom management
· Team-Pair-Solo, Think-Pair-Share, Cooperative groups, Flexible grouping

II. Curriculum- The planned learning activities are aligned in content, context, and cognition.
A. Content- lesson being taught is aligned to standards and curriculum map

Standards- highly visible and referenced

Essential Question- highly visible and referenced throughout the lesson.  The EQ Guides

the lesson.
B. Context- resources and activities that support the standard or EQ

C. Cognition- rigor of the standard and the lesson being taught – do they match?

Depths of Knowledge (DOK) – levels 1, 2, 3, and 4
III. Teaching Strategies, Practices, and Tools- Instructional practices, strategies, and

tools used by the teacher and/or students are directly aligned to the curriculum.  Including, but not limited to:

–Vocabulary development- new words are defined, discussed, and used in context.

Word walls should be interactive and referenced throughout the lesson.

-Graphic Organizers- a visual that helps students organize their thoughts and make connections.

-Differentiation- presentation and assessment of content in a variety of ways (content, process, and product - visual, auditory, kinesthetic) to meet the needs of all learners.  Could be small group activities or differentiated tasks.
-Technology- tools used to support teaching and learning, for example

· Appropriate to content

· Software programs

· Videos, 20 minutes or fewer with an appropriate instructional guide

· Promethean boards, SmartBoards, Mimios, Elmos, Calculators

· Assistive technology for exceptional education students

· Formative Assessment- checking on students’ understanding throughout the lesson. Used to assess where students are in their thinking and to guide the teacher’s instructional decisions.  May or may not be used for a grade.  Assessments should be aligned to the standards with varied degrees of rigor.  Examples may include:

· Ticket out the door, Checklist strategy (questions and a checklist)
· Thumbs up/thumbs down, Activities, Clickers
· Teachers’ questions/students’ responses

· Summative Assessment- checking on students’ mastery of the content at the conclusion of the unit.  Should be aligned to the standards with varied degrees of rigor.  

· Activator- connection from past lessons; sets the stage for new learning; helps with transition; preview new vocabulary

· Summarizer- a restating of key points of the lesson by the teacher and/or students.  Summarizing should take place throughout the lesson and reference the EQ.
        IV. Walk the Walls- There is evidence of recent student work with teacher commentary.
Examples: portfolios, projects, visuals, recent student work on walls

        V.  Safety Concerns- The classroom is free from health or safety concerns.  







